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EDITORIAL NOTES 


The translation of Baron von Schrenck-Notzing’s work on the Develop- 
ment of the science of Parapsychology from the amorphous collection of 
traditions, experiences and empirical studies hitherto grouped under ‘the 
general name of Occultism is worthy of the careful attention of readers. 
The thorough and painstaking work of German students, many of whom 
are of high academic standing, has cleared the ground for the establishment 
of a new Science of Parapsychics and Parapsychology which is destined to 
embrace in its scope the whole range of psychical phenomena and their 
interpretation. 

The reader of these successive instalments cannot fail to be struck with 
the extraordinary open-mindedness apparent on the part of the true Ger- 
man savant and his willingness to admit, if only ex hypothesi, the presence of 
an immense group of facts of a nature quite unfamiliar to the orthodox 
scientist, and to discuss them temperately and in all their bearings, without 
rejecting the apparently improbable, or ruling out as insignificant that which 
might, in the obvious sense, mean but little to the ordinary observer. In this 
respect the German method is worthy of high praise, and it contrasts favor- 
ably with much that has transpired in the past in the attitude of academic 
circles towards the phenomenal side of research in the English-speaking 
countries, where, until quite recently, the method of approach has been too 
largely through the seeking for evidences of fraud rather than evidences of 
reality. 

But what the Germans also recognize is the fact of paramount im- 
portance that Metapsychical or Parapsychical Research is not rightly to be 
regarded as merely the work of collecting and recording phenomena, but 
of ascertaining from authentic records of such, the true nature of the laws 
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which underlie their manifestation. Essentially, psychic research must always 
have this as its aim. Its raw material is ‘authenticated phenomena’: but 
these constitute only the material on which the scientific mind can work, as 
the artificer of finished and choice products. 


In all scientific work a threefold grouping is to be observed: First the 
collection and due authentication of facts and of the conditions under which 
those facts are apparent: Second, the right classification of all facts collected: 
and Third, the study of the just inferences from the same and the detection of 
the general laws which govern their being. The third is by far the most 


important and it is always the task of the few who can claim to be the 
masters of their science. 


GERMAN STUDIES OF TELEPLASM 


The reality of teleplasmic processes as a fact in nature would seem to 
be well-established in Germany, and it would seem that in view of this 
affirmative conclusion, German parapsychical science will be increasingly 
disposed to waste neither time nor temper upon the sterile quest of fraudu- 
lent methods, though naturally, the choice of the medium will be narrowed 
in a practical and wholesome sense. What Schrenck-Notzing has to say in 
regard to the nature of teleplasmic emanations (see pp. 408, 409 of our 
Journal, Nov. 1932) is instructive and offers much food for thought. He 
apparently does not demur to Selig’s view of a ‘decentralization’ of organic 
elements derived from the living body in the form of vital energy; and 
that this liberated energy is capable of subsequent condensation in various 
forms typical of parts of the human body. Morselli and others have worked 
on the theory that these teleplasmic creations may in certain cases be traced 
to the medium’s own psychical impressions and this, says Schrenck-Notzing, 
is proved by experience. But, stranger still, it is also accepted that the 
activity of imagination on the part of the sitters (see p. 410) can influence 
the content of the phenomena. This imaginative building of form may, we 
take it, be either consciously or subconsciously influenced by the sitter or 
sitters. It follows that the materialized forms produced at a given séance 
may partake not only of the dream-memory of the medium but also may 
be modified -by the imagination of any sitter present. In fact, it may be a 
blending of many such elements. 


MODIFICATIONS IN TELEPLASMIC FORM 


On this hypothesis, grounded as it is upon experience of qualified ob- 
servers, we arrive logically at the view that variations in the form of tele- 
plasms are normally to be expected as the result of varying influences ruling 
at different sittings: for the relative power of the medium and of the per- 
sonnel of the sitters is bound to vary within somewhat wide limits, each 
bringing to the séance-room special physical and psychical conditions never 
twice alike in all respects. It would therefore be almost a violation of pro- 
babilities if the same teleplasmic phenomena were repeated with absolute 
exactitude on several successive occasions. 
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THE APPLICATION OF THIS PRINCIPLE 

Without wishing to stress this point unduly, it would seem at least 
that in the production of characteristic teleplasms, such as the imprints of 
hand or foot, the blending of dream-elements derived from the- subliminal 
memory of the medium and sitters alike, cannot be altogether left out of 
the general reckoning when the question of identification arises. According 
to the theory offered by German researchers, one might normally look for 
elements derived from at least three independent sources as present in blended 
form in the teleplasmic mould: namely a part directly imprinted by the con- 
trolling personality, a second part derived from the memory of the medium 
either of that medium’s own hand or of the hand of some one with whom 
he has been habitually associated: and thirdly, characteristics derived from 
the memory-imagination of one or other of the sitters. Always it is to be 
borne in mind that it is not the conscious power of visualization so much 
as the instinctive and subconscious recollection which is liable to stimulate the 


creation of the ideoplastic mould, and to determine the details of its 
structure. : 


OK OK 


LE LIVRE DES REVENANTS 


ParT XIV. 
This Part commences a further chapter in the record of the work of this 
group as the list of sitters is now augmented by the inclusion of Mr. Bligh 
Bond. The first sitting was convened for the 13th March 1929 at the apart- 
ment of Mrs. Ernest Bigelow. There were six sitters present, namely: 
Mrs. Henry W. Warner. Mrs. X. . . ., Mrs. Van Antwerp, Miss Mead, 
Mrs. Bigelow, Mr. Bligh Bond. 
The following is the record transcribed from notes taken by Mrs. Bige- 
low. at the time of sitting, by Mr. Bond. The sitting is numbered consecutive- 
ly with those of the first series, for purpose of convenient reference. 


Pseudonyms are used in some cases. Where these occur, they are given in 
italics. 


SITTING XXXVII. March 13, 1929. 
First Control. (C.1.). 


The alphabet was given by Mrs. Van Antwerp and the vibratory move- 
ments of the table were, as before, read by Mrs. X..... whose recognition 
of each letter intended is instinctively correct. Other sitters found them- 


selves quite unable to follow the rapid succession of movements with any 
degree of precision. 


C.1. “McRae”. 
Sitter. “What is your first name?” 
C.1. “McRae”. 
Sitter. “What is your last name?” 
C.l. “McRae Hudson. . . is living”. 
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Sitter. “Where does he live?” 
C.1. “White River Junction, Vermont’. 
Sitter. “Is there a Postmaster there?” 
C.1. “Yes. . . His mother is speaking”. 
Sitter. “What is your name?” 
C.1. “I cannot remember”’. 
Sitter. “Can you remember your husband’s name?” 
C.1. “LESTER is either husband or son”. 
Sitter. ‘Do you want to send a message to your son” ? 
C.1. “They would only ridicule and not acknowledge it, and claim 
all sorts of things”. 
Sitter. ““How long is it since you passed over?” 
C.1. “I know not”. 
Sitter. “Can we do anything for you?” 
C.1. “I can tell truth after truth: but of what avail?” 
Sitter. “It avails us, for we believe’’. 
C.1. “Will you verify; but not through family?” 
Sitter. “Yes, we will’. 
C.1. “You are sadly handicapped by insurmountable prejudice. I took 


a trip with my husband and son late last summer”. 
Sitter. “Can you tell us where you went?” 


C.1. “By boat to Nova Scotia. We visited Quebec also. . . beauti- 
ful parks in Yarmouth. . . My husband is in business with his 
son”’. 


Sitter. “Can you tell us what their business is?” 
C.1. “Lots of bottles”. 
Sitter. “A bottling business?” C.1. “No”. 
Sitter. ““A drug business?” C.1. “Yes”. 
Sitter. “What caused your death?” C.1. “Broken heart’. 
Sitter. “Then you were not happy?” 
C.1. “No. . . . Left most of money to my boys”. 
Sitter. many boys have you?” C.1. “Two”. 
Sitter. “Where were you buried?” 
C.1. “Same place. . . . I stood and watched my husband foot up last 
year’s business”. 
Sitter. “Can you say how much it amounted to?” 
C.1. “Thirty thousand”. 
Sitter. ‘““That seems large for a drug business”. C.1. “Wholesale”. 
Sitter. “Had you any daughters?” C.1. “No. . . . Daughter-in-law’. 
Sitter. “Are both sons married?” C.1. “No”. 
Sitter. “Can you give us your maiden name?” C.1. “McRae”. 
* 
Second Control. (C.2.). 


“MARGARET is here’ 
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Sitter. “We are so glad to have you with us again”. 
(Signs of great excitement in the table movements.) 

C.2. “I want Bligh to be secretary; to write around country”. 

Sitter. “He will, I am sure’. 
C.2. “I want information about WALTER HERRICK of PoTsDAM, New 
York. 1 want to hear of MacciE Duveen”. 
Sitter. “What is her place of residence?” (C.2. “PoTsDAM”. 
Sitter. Reig the. Postmaster know about her?” 
“T don't know”. 
Sitter. ed you teil us something of Walter Herrick?” 

C.2. (addressing Mrs. Bigelow). “You draw them. . . There is a _ 
Woolley contact, but I can’t quite get it”. 

Sitter. ““Can you explain further?” C.2. “Some Mrs. Woolley’. 
Sitter. “We will try to find out for you. Are these people living?” 

C.2. “I can’t find them. . . STREETER knew them. . . Potsdam is near 
Malvin. . . I want to warn you against publishing names, for 
people are vindictive about our glorious truth. I see one family 
absolutely incensed. I want FREDERICK to come; and I want 
another -asked in Blanche’s place Wednesday evening”. 

Sitter. “You mean that you don’t want Blanche in the photographic circle?” 

C2. "ie". 

Sitter. “Have you any one to suggest in her place?” 

C.2. “Bligh Bond”. 

Sitter."But Mr. Bond can only be here occasionally. Why not have Blanche 
in the circle?” 

C.2. “I have work for them in the afternoon. . . You and Rhoda may 
be excused. . . I want Mr. Talbot to select one in place. . .” 

(Interval for. tea). 

Third Control. (C.3-) 
“HENRY WATSON is here” 

(N.B. This Control had been interested chiefly in finance during his life 
and the habit still continued. What he had to say was about the markets 
and is not of general interest. We pass therefore to the next control). 

Fourth Control. (C.A4.) 

C.4. “I wish Bligh Bond could always be here’. 

Sitter. “Who is speaking now?” C.4. “FREDERICK” (Nichwitz). 
Mr. Bond. “In what way do I help you?” 

C.4. “Bring great power and many spirits’. 

Mr. Bond. ‘Would you like me to come for the evening sittings?” 

C.4. “Yes, but not for materializations. . . you are not a factor in 
producing visibility, but spirituality’. 

Sitter. “Did you hear what was said as to Blanche’s place being taken by 
some other person?” 

C.4. “Yes”. 

Sitter. you agree in this?” C4. “Yes”. 


= 
of 
aye 
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Sitter. “Will you explain why this should be?” 

C.4. “Certain spiritual attributes are necessary. Blanche is evidential, 

but entirely lacking spiritually’. | 
Sitter. “What about Rhoda?” 

C.4. “Rhoda brings a shell of commercialism that does not enter the 
nucleus of our cosmic mass. . . . I want»someone to ask my 
daughter why she closed that road during the infantile paralysis?” 

Sitter. may have been afraid”. 
C.4. “But think what it meant to school children. . . Estelle drew that’. 
Sitter. “You mean she drew that message?” 
C.4. “Yes, but for God's sake don’t try to verify through Kelly's, but 
through a friendly source”. 
Sitter. “Through whom would you suggest that we try to verify?” 

C.4. “Shall I find out?” Sitter. “Yes, please’. 

C.4. “I will say next time. I get no entities to verify (now) but 
keep my family out. (To Mrs. X. . .) Did you touch any of my 
wife’s belongings?” 

Sitter. “Will we have a strong enough circle for you tonight?” 
C.4. “Yes. . . I want to know what grandma has to do with 
PANsy ?” 
Sitter. “That would be Rhoda’s grandmother”. C.4. “Yes”. 
C.4. (to Bligh Bond). “Do you see vapor in front of mirror?” 
Mr. Bond. “Yes. . . . It looks cloudy”. 
C.4. “It is Frederick”. 
RECORD OF ENQUIRY AND VERIFICATION 
On the 21st March, Mrs. Bigelow wrote as follows to the Postmaster 
at Potsdam, N. Y. 

“Will you be kind enough to give me some information in 
regard to a Mr. Walter Herrick and a Miss Maggie Duveen of 
your city?” 

The Postmaster’s reply is dated March 22nd and reads as follows: 
“My dear Madam. 

Referring to your inquiry on reverse side, you are informed that 
the home of parties you mention is Fort Covington, N. Y. 

If you will write the Postmaster at that place, I believe you 
can obtain the information you desire’. 

Very truly yours, 
W. T. Hinman, P.M. 
On the 26th March Mrs. Bigelow addressed this letter to the Postmaster 
at Fort Covington, N. Y. 

“Will you be so kind as to tell me if you have a Mr. Walter 
Herrick and a Miss Maggie Duveen living in your town? Any in- 
formation you can give me will be most gratefully received. Please 
write on reverse side of this letter’. 


i 
' 
- 
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The following is the Postmaster’s reply, endorsed on Mrs. Bigelow’s 
letter. 


Fort Covington, Mar. 27. 
Mrs. E. A. Bigelow. 

“Walter Herrick died a few years ago. 

“Miss Maggie Duveen still lives in this town”. 


Yours truly, 


W. D. Creighton, P.M. 
P.S. I was one of the adms. of his estate. 


On the 21st March Mrs. Bigelow wrote to the Postmaster of White © 
River Junction as follows: 

“Will you be kind enough to give me some information in 
regard to a Mrs: Hudson of your town. Mrs. Hudson was a Miss 
McRae of Boston, I believe. I understand Mrs. Hudson has recently 
passed away leaving two sons (McRae) and sister. Mr. Hudson’s 
business, I think, is wholesale drugs. Any information you can give 
will be most gratefully received. . .” 

The Postmaster's reply is dated March 22nd and it is given below. 

“Mrs. Hudson passed away some years ago. 

“Mr. Leslie Hudson is living here and Leslie Jr. is also. 

“McRae is. living in New York City’. 

CarL W. CAMERON, P.M. 


* ek Ke K 


SEANCE OF MARCH 19, 1932 


PASQUALE ErtTo Medium 


DRAWING OF 
HANDCUFF LOCKED & SEALED (see Record). 


With Cast Bronze Rings Threaded On 
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A SEANCE WITH PASQUALE ERTO 


- COMMUNICATED By May C. WALKER 


(1). Transcript by Miss Walker of Notes taken by her at a sitting dated 
March 19th, 1933 at the apartment of Professor Sorge in Naples. 


The names of the sitters are recorded in the Protocol of Prof. Sorge 
(see Part Il of this record). 


INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

The following séance is my fifth with the Italian medium Erto; the 
first having been held at the Institut Metapsychique in Paris with Dr. Geley . 
and Mr. Stanley de Brath present as sitters shortly before Erto was exposed 
seven or eight’ years ago, and the other three at Mr. Harry Price’s Laboratory 
during Erto’s visit to London in December 1931. Most of these were nega- 
tive. 

Knowing that Professor Sorge had a high opinion of this medium, 
and as I was at that time in southern Italy (during January and February 
1932) I endeavoured to have some further experience with him. The sitting 
was therefore arranged through the kindness of Dr. Miami, a nephew of 
Prof. Sorge, who came over to Capri to see me. Unfortunately, in passing 
through Naples in February on the way to Palestine, I found that both Prof. 
Sorge and Erto were ill: but on calling to see Mme. Sorge, she kindly 
promised to arrange a séance for me on one of the two nights that my 
boat would be in Naples on my return journey after the middle of March. 

On the afternoon of the 19th March, therefore, I called at Prof. Sorge’s 
apartment in order to learn the hour of the sitting and the handcuffs to be 
used were given me (see Illustration). These, I understood, had been loaned 
for the occasion by one of the Carabinieri. I was asked to mark them and 
take them back with me to my boat, returning with them after dinner for the 
séance at 9:30 p.m, This I accordingly did. The following notes were 
written on the day after the sitting. There is a slight discrepancy between 
my record and Dr. Sorge’s protocol. I may be mistaken, but my impression 
was that no lights appeared until after Erto’s hands were released. I can 
find no normal explanation of the substitution of the metal rings for Erto’s 
wrists. The key of the padlock was on the table right in front of me; but 
in any case, the position of his hands would have made it impossible for 
him to unlock the padlock (they were crossed). Moreover, the seal was also 
intact. If genuine, it was a very impressive séance. 

TRANSCRIPT OF MISS WALKER’S NOTES 

Erto was not examined, and he was clad in his ordinary attire; but his 
hands were fastened.together cross-wise by a pair of special handcuffs lent 
for the purpose for one night (see Diagram). These had been given me 
that afternoon for the purpose of marking and also to take away with me 
for control until brought by me into the séance-room. I locked these cuffs 
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on Erto’s wrists, the key being laid on the table in front of me and a piece 
of paper tied around the padlock and sealed. 

For about an hour, nothing happened. Erto then went into trance, as 
also did Mme. Sorge, who sat beside him, we being all placed opposite to 
their side of the room. Erto moaned and groaned; got up and walked about, 
sat down, had a short pause, then continued. Mme. Sorge kept calling out 
“Forza”. Later on, Erto brought his hands to the table for the sealing to be 
re-done, as it had come off. This, Professor Sorge did with a candle on the 
table. This time, I did not actually witness the sealing, as the light had to 
be shaded from Erto. 

After some time, a loud noise of some things clanging together was 
heard and then a noise on the floor of the handcuffs falling to the ground. 
Then Erto brought them to me and placed them on the table. Instead 
of his wrists being in the handcuffs, two heavy rings of metal were threaded 
inside them. These, Professor Sorge said, had been behind a clock on the 
shelf behind Mme. Sorge who, in trance, had got them down and given them 
to Erto who, until then, knew nothing about them. 

After this, two flashes of light were seen close by Erto and another one 
nearer Mme. Sorge. When the lights were turned on, after the control NIER 
had shouted with a very loud voice “Peace be with you’, an apport was 
seen on the floor in front of us, in the shape of a piece of mineral composed 
of clusters of tiny pebbles. Prof. Sorge declared that no such thing was in 
the house, and that he had never seen it before. 

Just before this happened, Erto went to Prof. Sorge and asked him to 
feel his pockets. This last phenomenon, however, was not controlled, as 
none of the sitters had been examined. 

Professor Sorge wrote a protocol immediately after the séance ended at 
12 p.m. This was then translated into French by one of the sitters and I] 
signed it. 


May C. WALKER. 
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Il. PROTOCOL OF PROFESSOR EMANUEL SORGE 
* 
The 19th March at midnight, in the apartment of Professor Emanuel 
Sorge, with the assistance of the following ladies and gentlemen, namely: 


Mme. Elvira Sorge Rizzo. 
M. Prof. Gr. Uff. Gaetano Sorge (of the University and the United 
Hospitals of Naples). 

Mme. Maria Miani Calabrese. 

Mme. Silvia Jappelli. 

M. Prof. Cay. Antonio Jappelli (of the Inst. of Psychology: Naples Univ.). 

Mlle. May C. Walker. 

Mlle. Anna Miani Calabresi. 

. Dr. Giulio Francesconi (of the Journal ‘Roma’). 

Dr. Giuseppe Caruso. (United Hospitals of Naples). 

. !Avocat le Baron Giuseppe Federici (Barrister). 

. Prof. Emanuele Sorge (of the United Hospitals: Naples.) 

. Arturo di Mauro. 

. Giovanni Pagliani. 

. Erto Pasquale (Principal medium) Mme. Teresa Sorge De la Feld 
(second medium). 


Handcuffs made on the model of those employed by the R. R. Cara- 
biniert for the transport of prisoners from one gaol to another (see Dia- 
gram) were applied to the hands of the principal medium. These hand- 
cuffs were procured by Dr. Caruso who had borrowed them from a marshal 
of the Carabinieri with his consent. The handcuffs had been left at the 
apartment of Professor Sorge only yesterday, the 18th March and he had 
kept them under his direct control until this morning. 

Today Professor Sorge delivered the said handcuffs to Miss May Walker 
together with the padlock belonging to them, with the object of permitting 
this lady to control the cuffs at her own discretion, and to mark them with 
a sign unknown to any other person. Miss Walker has reported these hand- 
cuffs only at the commencement of the sitting. 

After the fixing of the handcuffs upon the medium Erto, the padlock 
was fitted and its orifice sealed. The key of the padlock was taken by Miss 
Walker and the lock itself wrapped around with a strong paper band which, 
in its turn was fastened with string. Upon the knot was deposited a wax 
seal on which was impressed the monogram G. S. Miss Walker controlled 
the fitting of the cuffs, the locking of the padlock, and the imprinting of 
the letters on the seal and she took charge of the seal. 

The two mediums went into trance. White light was at first used, and 
then red. The mediums were restless for a long while and made loud com- 
plaints. The medium Erto called for the red light and immediately on 
this, demanded its extinction. All present saw clearly three large lights in 
front of, and behind the shoulders of the medium Erto; who then again 
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called for the red light, and asked that the impression in wax should be 
re-sealed because he feared that, owing to shaking, the first seal had been 
broken, allowing of a lapse of control. During the application of the fresh 
seal, it was possible to make certain that the handcuffs had not been shifted 
from their place. It follows therefore that the luminous phenomena above 
described were produced with the medium’s hands perfectly controlled. 

Whilst the new seal was being applied, the second medium, Mme. 
Sorge, who, like Erto, remains in trance the whole time, arose from her 
armchair and took two bronze rings, cast in the rough, which had been pre- 
pared by the advice of Dr. Servadio and hidden from the medium Erto within 
the séance-room. These rings were handed by Mme. Sorge to Erto, who 
took one in either hand. N. B. The rings had a diameter of 17 cm.: their 
thickness is 14 millimetres: the weight of each is 580 grammes: they were cast 
in sand from one piece of metal and have undergone no abrasion of surface 
beyond the removal of rough points: this fact would preclude any change 
(in their continuity of structure) without leaving some trace on the sut- 
face. 

The red light was again extinguished and the mediums once more be- 
came restless and made loud protest. Suddenly was heard the thunderous 
voice of the ‘Unknown’. . . “Peace be with you’. At the close of these 
words, the handcuffs were heard to fall to the floor together with the two 
rings. The red light was then turned on: the medium Erto picked up the 
handcuffs and the rings and handed them directly to Miss Walker, who agrees 
with all the rest of the sitters that the padlock is still closed, the wax seals 
in place, and that, in spite of this fact, the two rings have been threaded on 
to the handcuffs, one to each armlet. (see Diagram). 

Forthwith, the medium produced a succession of luminous phenomena, 
paced within the circle in a state of great agitation; then came near to 
Prof. Sorge and made him admit that there was nothing concealed in his 
pockets. He then returned and seated himself in his place. 

After several moments of strong agitation on the part of the medium, 
a heavy blow was heard upon the floor. At the medium’s request, the red 
light was again turned on, and all present saw an amorphous lump of lime 
conglomerate, which was later ascertained to weigh 525 grammes. All mem- 
bers of the Sorge family affirm formally that this conglomerate had never 
existed in their home. 

The medium, still in continuous trance, asserted that this calcareous 
lump was wet, and that a spot on the parquet floor would be found to be 
wet also. All agree that this was the case. Miss Walker promptly verified 
the marks she had placed secretly upon the handcuffs and affirms that these, 
which were given her during the sitting by the medium, are the same as 
those provided by herself during the day and introduced by her into the 
séance-room. 

(Translated by the Editor of the A.S.P.R. Journal from the French text 
of a certified Copy of the original, signed E. Sorce.) 


PSYCHE THE IMMORTAL 


SAMUEL E. ANDERSON 
Part I. 


THE ETHER 


Across the sky the atom blazed its trail, 

And then came Life, the second of the group, 
To grope its way from lowly cell to man. 

At last, no stranger than the other two, 

A soul is born, to wing its flight on high 

And weave the marvelous pattern of the whole. 
Now Science and Religion, hand in hand, 
Shall guide its course to its selected goal. 


It has been said that science has robbed mankind of the consolation of 
religion without being able to replace it with anything more exact or satisfy- 
ing. To that great question, “What's it all about?” there is needed, at the 
present moment, an explanation that appeals to man’s judgment rather than 
to his faith. Indeed, we have a perfect right to demand that science, in reply 
to the age-old question, give an answer comparable to the one it has made 
as to the whence and whither of matter. 

Sir Oliver Lodge, writing in the Encyclopaedia Britannica, says, ‘“Whether 
space is a mere geometrical abstraction, or whether it has definite physical 
properties which can be investigated, is a question’ which in one form or 
another has often been debated. As to the parts occupied by matter, that 
is, by a substance which appeals to the senses, there has never been any serious 
doubt; almost the whole of science may be said to be an investigation of the 
properties of matter. But from time to time attention has been directed to 
the intervening portions of space from which sensible matter is absent; and 
this also has physical properties, of which the complete investigation has 
hardly begun. 

These physical properties do not appeal directly to the senses, and 
are therefore comparatively obscure; but there is now no doubt of their 
existence even among those who prefer to use the word space. But a space 
endowed with physical properties is more than a geometrical abstraction, 
and is more conveniently thought of as a substantial reality to which some 
other word is appropriate. The term used is unimportant, but long ago the 
term ether was invented; it was adopted by Isaac Newton, and is good 
enough for us. The term ether therefore connotes a genuine entity filling all 
space, without any break or cavity anywhere, the one omnipresent physical 
reality, of which there is a growing tendency to perceive that everything in 
the material universe consists; matter itself being in all probability one of 
its manifestations. 
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That space has physical properties is a part of definite experience, pro- 
vided experience is extended to include inferences and deductions and 1s 
not limited to direct sensory perception. There exists everywhere a 
gravitational potential varying inversely with the distance from its appro- 
ptivate portion of matter. Light waves travel at a rate depending 
on innate properties of space; or rather, as we feel bound to say, on the 
physical properties of the substantial reality which fills space. The 
energies of the earth, of which we constantly make use, are derived from the 
sun, and have travelled across the intervening 92,000,000 miles of empty 
space at a perfectly known and definite rate, with which rate matter has 
nothing to do. There may be uncertainty as to what exactly it is that is 
travelling; but the fact that it is travelling energy is certain. All that matter 
does is to generate the radiant energy at one end and absorb it at the 
other. Thus ether is necessary for the purpose of transmitting what is 
called gravitational force between one piece of matter and another, however 
distant they may be. * * * * The continuous medium which fills space, 
therefore, is not only the vehicle of gravitation and light, but it is also the 
instrument for cohesion and chemical affinity and for electric and magnetic 
attractions and repulsions. It must also be the vehicle for every kind of 
mechanical force, and for the elastic connection between particles of matter, 
which are never in real contact with each other. * * * * The intimate 
structure of the ether may ultimately be expressible and partially understood 
in terms of the phenomena of electricity and magnetism; for electric and 
magnetic influences are transmitted perfectly through vacuum, that is, across 
space empty of matter. They represent primary properties of the ether, 
though they are only made manifest to our senses by means of matter. It 
was in terms of electricity and magnetism that Clerk Maxwell was able to 
explain the phenomenon of light. A close study of electro-magnetism, that 
is, the interaction between electric and magnetic disturbances, showed that 
they must combine into a wave equation, the waves being transmitted at a 
rate calculable from purely electric and magnetic considerations. This velocity 
turned out to be the velocity of light; and so in 1865 the true theory of 
light was born. 

Not that it is anything like complete. We know too little of the electric 
and magnetic properties of the ether to be able to picture exactly what is 
happening; what we do know is that light is an electromagnetic phenomenon, 
and that it is entirely dependent on the properties of the ether. The ether in- 
volves or possesses properties expressible by two fundamental constants; one 
of which regulates the force of attraction between two electrified bodies, and 
the other the force of attraction between two magnets. Neither constant by 
itself is as yet known. 

So far we have been dealing with things which have been known for 
some time. But the subject is so fundamental and important that a re- 
capitulation in other terms seemed advisable. It now remains to deal with 
the later progress which has been made in investigating the properties of this 
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extraordinary non-material but physical substance. Perhaps ‘substance’ is hard- 
ly the right term, for, though exceedingly substantial in one sense, it makes 
no appeal to the senses and is therefore unlike any substance we know. 


The properties of the ether are not likely to be expressible in terms of 
matter; but as we have no better clue, we must proceed by analogy, and we 
may apologetically speak of the elasticity and density of the ether as repre- 
senting things which, if it were matter, would be called by those names. What 
these terms really express we have not as yet fathomed; but if, as is now 
regarded as very probable, atomic matter is a structure in ether, there is 
every reason for saying that the ether must in some sense be far denser than 
any known material substance. The only alternative contention—and it is an 
important one—is that the density which displays itself as inertia may be 
due to the organization responsible of the very existence of matter. 
If it is right to express it in terms of material properties (which is doubtful) 
its inertia comes out as of the order of a thousand tons per cubic millimeter; 
while as to its elasticity, that is still more enormous, since it is equal to the 
density multiplied by the square of the velocity of light. * * * * These 
values are barely conceivable, being so much higher than anything of which 
we have sensory experience. | 

Meanwhile we must assume that the ether has a substantiality and wave 
conveying structure beyond our present clear imaginings, with parts of it 
modified in an unknown way into electrons and protons. 


Whether it be really infinite in extent, or whether, though boundless like 
a sphere, it is nevertheless finite, are questions which we cannot at present 
answer. There is no doubt that it extends beyond the farthest visible stellat 
object, and for all practical purposes is infinite. 

Sir Oliver sums up this portion as follows, “Assuming the ether to 
be in some sense a substance—that is real and substantial—a genuine entity 
and not the mere emptiness which it superficially appears to be, the things 
which are known about it are these:- 

1. It is absolutely transparent and undispersive. 

2. It is absolutely void of viscosity. 

3. Ether is the sole vehicle of radiation, that is, of transverse dis- 
turbances periodic in space and time travelling at a definite and immense 
speed without any obvious destination, but it neither emits nor absorbs 
them. 

4. An electric field is another form of energy existing in the ether 
but its lines of force appear to be in the nature of a strain. And probably 
the ether is the seat of all strain or potential energy. 

5. Another electric form of energy is the magnetic field, which is cer- 
tainly different from an electric field, though somewhat similar. Magnetic 
lines of force are closed curves, and seem to be more intimately connected 
with the ether than with matter. But they interact with matter and have thus 
displayed their existence by consequent attractions and repulsions. 
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6. Electric and magnetic fields interact also with each other in free 
space. 

7. Chemical affinity between atoms of matter is undoubtedly due to 
electric or magnetic attraction or to both. And cohesion may be attributed 
to a residual chemical affinity between molecules. Thus the ether is indirectly 
responsible as a vehicle for all physical and chemical activity and no one 
who believes in the ether has any doubt that it is responsible also for what 
is represented by the word ‘gravitation’. 


What other functions this universal medium may be found to possess, 
and whether life and mind can be in any way associated with those func- 
tions, must be left to posterity to find out. Our serious surmise is that they 
are so associated, in a primary sense, and are temporarily manifested by 
secondary association with matter. 

We can measure the speed of light by aid of matter, because matter 
generates, absorbs, reflects and otherwise interferes with it: we observe elec- 
tricity and magnetism and every other manifestation of the ether by aid of 
matter: but unfortunately all the properties of ether itself, apart from matter, 
have hitherto proved completely elusive. 


Every star is emitting energy at the expense of its own material so 
that matter is gradually turning into radiation and passing into an un- 
localized form in the ether. It may be said that without the restriction of 
the quantum, whereby only whole units of energy can be radiated, all the 
energy of matter would pass into the ether and become radiation. A good 
deal does. The question naturally arises whether this process is reversible 
or not; i. e., whether radiation can under any conditions generate, in re- 
turn, the fundamental ingredients of which matter is composed. 


This discovery has not yet been made. What we do know it that the 
jump of the electron generates radiation of a frequency proportional to the 
energy of the jump; and that this same radiation, wherever absorbed, can 
cause another electron, elsewhere, to jump with the same energy. 


Hence the idea looks hopeful that a reversible process may be involved 
generally in the interchange of energy between ether and matter, not only 
in this ordinary electronic laboratory case, but in the more violent clashes 
in the stars, where matter appears to be destroyed. May it not perhaps in 
some distant region be reconstituted, with a consequent great gain of gra- 
vitational potential energy, so as to render the cosmos permanent, and reduce 
the useful law of dissipation of energy to comparative insignificance ? 

In another place he has said, “We have grown accustomed to certain 
aspects of the universe given us by our senses, but we do not fundamentally 
understand them. And when we come to probe the meaning of things deeply 
enough, we find ourselves up against difficulties of conception towards the 
elucidation of which our senses give hardly any aid. What we are used to is 
mechanical movement; but the effort to explain things ultimately in that 
way is not easy; and may turn out to be not possible. 
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“It (the ether) fills all space, though we have no real knowledge of 
its constitution, for it is too fundamental to have its constitution expressible 
in terms of anything else. It seems to be analogous to a perfect incompressi- 
ble fluid in a violent state of circulatory motion, imperfectly conceivable as 
ultra-microscopic vortices circulating. or spinning with the velocity of light. 
If the ether is constituted as I suggest, it must be the seat of enormous energy, 


not necessarily infinite, but far beyond any amount of which we have any 
conception. 


“My speculation is that this boundless ether thus full of energy, is utilized 
and is impregnated with something that may be called life and mind in 
excelsis, that it is the home of the ideal and the supernal, and that all 


the life and mind we are conscious of is but an infinitesimal or residual 
fraction of this majestic reality.” 


Thus this great physicist, in succinct phrases, has set forth the problem 
upon which an attack is to be made. 


THE ELECTRONS AND THE PROTONS 


Any number, from one to ninety-two, of negative electrons joins itself 
to a positive nucleus to form one of the ninety-two elements known to the 
physicists and chemists. Not a single element is missing; for within the last 
few months the newspapers carried a dispatch that the elements in which 
there are eighty-five and eighty-seven electrons, respectively, had been 
identified by an American. Their discovery had long since been prophesied. 

Such a systematic and orderly arrangement tempts us to think that some- 
where there is a guiding intelligence. Intelligence in an electron! 

Strange it is that, with no equipment, there were individuals among 
ancient peoples who had an inkling, a sort of intuitive perception, of things 
that long held the modern scientists at bay. Ancient poets sang of the atom 
and its properties. Ancient philosophers argued that intelligence was the 
substance of all things, and while it is probably more accurate to say that 
the same substance is the source of matter, life and intelligence alike, never- 
theless their shafts fell not so very wide the mark. The alchemists dreamed 
of the transmutation of the metals and today we see uranium slowly chang- 
ing into lead. 

Of what does matter consist? Permit Dr. Robert A. Millikan to answer 
the question for you. “‘All electric currents are caused by the slow travel of 
a well-nigh infinite number of these electrons along the wire which carries 
the current. All light or other short wave-length radiations are caused by 
changes in position of electrons within atoms. All atoms are built up out 
of definite numbers of positive and negative electrons. All chemical forces 
are due to the attractions of positive for negative electrons. All elastic 
forces are due to the attractions and repulsions of electrons. In a word, 
matter itself is electrical in origin.” 

This scientists have accepted as a fact and the physicists and astronomers 
have passed to another question which is expected to tell us whether the 


| 
: 

y 

n 

l- 

n 

ly 

ly 

is 

at 


50 PSYCHE, THE IMMORTAL 


universe is eternal or of limited duration. At the present moment two great 
scientists occupy opposite ends of the teeter. As the one sinks down he 
sees only that the universe is falling into ruin, with every single electron 
bent upon suicide. As the other joyously rises he sees in the cosmic rays 
hints that the universe is as constantly being renewed by the birth of new 
atoms, if not indeed of electrons. To those of his way of thinking the Ether 
thus stands revealed as the Creator; Omnipotent and eternal. 

Dr. Millikan thus explains his position. “My task tonight is to attempt 
to trace the history of scientific evidence bearing on the question of the 
origin and destiny of the physical elements. I shall list ten discoveries or 
developments, all made within the past hundred years, which touch in one 
way or another upon this problem and constitute indications or sign-posts 
on the road to an answer. Prior to the middle of the nineteenth century 
little experimental evidence of any sort had appeared, so that the problem 
was wholly in the hands of the philosopher and the theologian. Then came, 
first, the discovery of the equivalence of heat and work and the consequent 
formulation of the principle of the conservation of energy, probably the most 
far reaching principle ever developed. 

Following this and directly dependent upon it came, second, the dis- 
covery, or formulation, of the second law of thermodynamics which was 
first interpreted, and is still interpreted by some, as necessitating the 
ultimate “heat death” of the universe and the final extinction of activity of 
all sorts; for all hot bodies are observed to be radiating away their heat, 
and this heat, after having been so radiated away into space, apparently 
cannot be reclaimed by man. ‘This is classically and simply stated in the 
“humpty-dumpty” rhyme. 

As a natural if not a necessary corollary to this was put forward by 
some, in entire accord with the demands of medieval theology, a deus ex 
machina to initially wind up or start off this running-down universe. 

Then came, third, the discovery, through studies both in geology and 
biology, of the facts of evolution—facts which showed that so far as the 
biological field is concerned, the process of creation or upbuilding from 
lower to higher forms has been continuously going on for millions upon 
millions of years and is presumably going on now. ‘This tended to call 
attention away from the deus ex machina, to identify the creator with his 
universe, to strengthen the theological doctrine of immanence which repre- 
sents substantially the philosophic position of Leonardo da Vinci, Galileo, 
Newton, Francis Bacon, and most of the great minds of history down to 
Einstein. Neither evolution nor evolutionists have in general been atheistic— 
Darwin least of all—but their influence has undoubtedly been to raise doubts 
about the legitimacy of the dogma of the deus ex machina and of the cor- 

relative one of the heat-death. This last dogma rests squarely on the assump- 
tion that we infinitesimal mites on a speck of a world know all about how 
the universe behaves in all its parts or, more specifically, that the radiation 
laws which seem to us to hold here can not possibly have any exceptions 
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anywhere, even though that is precisely the sort of sweeping generalization 
that has led us physicists into error half a dozen times during the past thirty 
years, and also though we know quite well that conditions prevail outside 
our planet which we cannot here duplicate or even approach. Therefore 
the heat-death dogma has always been treated with reserve by the most 
thoughtful of scientists. No more crisp nor more cogent statement of what 
seems to me to be the correct position of science in this regard has come 
to my attention than is found in the following recent utterance of Gilbert N. 
Lewis, namely, “Thermodynamics gives no support to the assumption that 
the universe is running down. Gain of entropy always means loss of in- 
formation and nothing more.” 

The fourth discovery bearing on our theme was the discovery that the 
dogma of the immutable elements was definitely wrong. By the year 1900 
the element radium had been isolated and the mean life-time of its atoms 
found to be about two thousand years. This meant definitely that the 
radium atoms that are here now have been formed within about that time, 
and a year or two later the element helium was definitely observed to be 
here and now growing out of radium. ‘This raised insistently the question 
as to whether the creation of at least the formation of all the elements out 
of something else may not be a continuous process—stupendous change in 
view-point the discovery of radioactivity brought about, and a wholesome 
lesson of modesty it taught to the physicist. But a couple of years late, 
uranium and thorium, the heaviest known elements, were definitely caught 
in the act of begetting radium and all the allied chain of disintegration 
products. Since, however, the life-time of the parent uranium has been found 
to be a billion years or so we have apparently ceased to inquire whence tt 
comes. We are disposed to assume, however, that it is not now being 
formed on earth. Indeed, we now have good reason to believe that the 
whole radioactive process is confined to a very few, very heavy elements 
which are now giving up the energy which was once stored up in them— 
we know not how—so that radioactivity—though it seemed at first to be 
pointing away from the heat-death, has not at all, in the end, done so. 
Indeed, it seems to be merely one mechanism by which stored-up energy is 
being frittered away into apparently unreclaimable heat—another case of 
humpty-dumpty. 

The fifth significant discovery was the enormous life-time of the earth— 
partly through radioactivity itself, which assigns at least a billion and a half 
years—and the still greater life-time of the sun and stars—thousands of 
times longer than the periods through which they could possibly exist as 
suns if they were simply hot bodies cooling off. This meant that new and 


heretofore unknown sources of heat energy had to be found to keep the 


stars pouring out such enormous quantities of radiation for such ages 
upon ages. 

Then came the seventh discovery, which constituted a very clear finger- 
post pointing to the possibility of the existence of an integrating or building 
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up process among the physical elements, as well as in biological forms, in 
the discovery that the elements are all definitely built up out of hydrogen; 
for they—the ninety-two different atoms—were all found, beginning about 
1913 by the new method of so-called “positive rays’’ analysis, to be exact 
multiples of the weight of hydrogen within very small limits of uncertainty. 
This fact alone raises very insistently the query as to whether they are not 
being built up somewhere out of hydrogen now. ‘They certainly were once 
so put together, and some of them, the radioactive ones, are actually now 
caught in the act of splitting up. Isn’t it highly probable, so would say any 
observer, that the inverse process is going on somewhere, especially since the 
process would involve no violation either of the energy principle, or of the 
second law of thermodynamics. 

Dr. Millikan goes on to describe his own work, work which is highly 
technical and for which he received the Nobel prize, and then draws this 
conclusion. 


“The foregoing results seem to point with much definiteness to the 
following conclusions. 


1. “That the cosmic rays have their origin, not in the stars, but rather 
in interstellar space. 

2. ‘That they are due to the building in the depths of space of the 
commoner heavy elements out of hydrogen, which the spectroscopy of the 
heavens shows to be widely distributed through space. That helium and the 
common elements oxygen, nitrogen, carbon and even sulphur are also found 
between the stars is proved by Bowen's beautiful recent discovery that the 
‘nebulium lines’ arise from these very elements. 

3. “That these atom-building processes can not take place under the 
conditions of temperature and pressure existing in the sun and stars, the 
heats of these bodies having to be maintained presumably by the atom- 
annihilating process postulated by Jeans and Eddington as taking place there. 

4. “‘All this says nothing at all about the second law of thermodynamics 
or the ‘Warme-Tod’, but it does contain a bare suggestion that if atom 
formation out of hydrogen is taking place all through space, as it seems to 
be doing, it may be that the hydrogen is somehow being replenished there 
too from the only form of energy that we know to be all the time leaking 
out from the stars of intersellar space, namely, radiant energy. This has 
been speculatively suggested m.iny times before in order to allow the creator 
to be continually on his job. Here perhaps is a little bit of experimental 
finger-pointing in that direction. But it is not at all proved nor even per- 
haps necessarily suggested. If Sir James Jeans prefers to hold one view 
and I another on this question no one can say us nay. The one thing of 
which you all may be quite sure is that neither of us kvows anything about it. 
But for the continuous building up of the common elements out of hydrogen 
in the depths of interstellar space the cosmic rays furnish excellent experi- 
mental evidence. I am not unaware of the difficulties of finding an altogether 
satisfactory kinetic picture of how these events take place, but acceptable 
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and demonstrable facts do not, in this twentieth century, seem to be disposed 
to wait on Suitable mechanical pictures. Indeed, has not modern physics 
thrown the purely mechanistic view of the universe root and branch out of 
its house ?”” When writing for the Report of the Smithsonian Institute for 1928 
Dr. Millikan says, ‘The foregoing is as far as the experimental evidence 
enables us to go; but the recent discovery of the second element of the 
above unfinished cycle, namely, that the supply of positive and negative 
electrons is being used up continuously in the creation of atoms, the signals 
of whose births constitute the cosmic rays, at once raises imperiously the 
question as to why the process is still going on at all after the eons during 
which it has apparently been in process—or better: why the ne stones 
of the atoms have not all been used up long ago? 

And the only possible answer seems to be to complete the cycle, and 
assume that ‘these building stones are continually being replenished through- 
out the heavens by condensation, with the aid of some as yet wholly unknown 
mechanism, of radiant heat into positive and negative electrons. This has 
been urged for years by MacMillan. Indeed it it implicit in Einstein’s 1905 
equation unless we deny the validity of the most approved form of state- 
ment of the second law.” We submit that it has been proven that matter is 
electrical in orgin and Dr. Millikan makes a very close approach to showing 
that the electron building process is a continuing one. 

The atom annihilating process postulated by Sir James Jeans and Pro- 
fessor A. C. Eddington assumes that the electron, like the individual, may 
weary of the mad pace of modern life and conclude to end it all by 
committing suicide. True to life, it chooses to do this by plunging to its 
death in the arms of its inamorata, the positive electron. The pair of them 
depart in a spectacular flash of light. They die that the sun may live. 

But Sir James Jeans and Professor Eddington do extend some comfort 
since they have shown that with the electrons, when their positive and 
negative potentials are equalized, death results and others will show that 
the same holds true of the human body. If as these electrons perish there 
are, out in the Ether, other electrons forming, then that Ether has at least 
one of the attributes of Deity. It is eternal. 

What of omnipotence? There is a very interesting phenomenon known 
as magnetism. ‘This was first noticed in the lodestone. By stroking steel 
bars with this lodestone an infinite number of new magnets may be created 
and this without any loss whatever in the original lodestone! 

That original lodestone could lift but a small weight of iron filings but 
the possible infinite number of magnets to be made from it could lift a world 
of iron filings. “It is just as if magnetism were not really manufactured at 
all, but were a thing called out of some infinite reservoir; as if something 
were brought into active and prominent existence from a previously dormant 
state.” 

The old time, classical explanation conceded that in no case did the 
lodestone really generate new magnetic forces although it appeared to gen- 
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erate them. It went on to show that this new force that seemingly sprang 
into existence consisted essentially of closed curves or loops, which cannot be 
generated, although they can be expanded or enlarged to cover a wide field 
and they can be concentrated or shrunk into almost nothingness. The point 
seemed to be that merely by expanding a loop, a machine was built that 
picked up more and more iron filings until it had lifted a whole world of 
them. The picture drawn so closely resembled that presented by certain 
optimistic realtors regarding the possibilities of geometrical progression in- 
herent in the Belgian hare, that instinctively I put my hand upon my pocket 
book. Or it might have been likened to that other augur of approaching 
disaster, 

Whose dice, from underneath his cuff, 

Like little mice, stole in and out, 

As if they feared the light. 

But Oh! he threw them such a way, 

No gift upon a Christmas day 

Was half so fine a sight! 

Catalysis is another instance where an agent seemingly does work with- 
out showing any of the effects of work. There’s a patent worth a billion! 
Think of the fellows who would speak a good word for it! 

As Dr. Eric Keightly Rideal writes in the Britannica, “Although the 
catalytic influence of small quantities of water on the rate of many chemical 
reactions (e. g. certain combinations of sulphur dioxide; or the thermal 
combination of hydrogen and chlorine) has long been established, the 
mechanism of any one of these reactions is not sufficiently well known to 
established beyond doubt their homogeneous nature. * * * * The energy of 
activation for the hydrogen-oxygen combination is supplied, as shown by 
French and Carie, by collison with mercury atoms which by the absorption 
of radiation have been converted into excited mercury atoms.” 

Lo and behold! The Ether! Well may the head be bowed in reverence! 
. Electricity, magnetism, light, gravitation, eternity: all rest within its 
womb. From it springs matter, life, intelligence. As to the ultimates of 
electricity, magnetism, light, gravitation; the physicist stands mute. If these 
things elude him, how attempt the solution, in terms of matter,—of the 
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THE CONTINENTAL JOURNALS 


By Dr. GERDA WALTHER 


The March-issue of the ‘Zeitschrift fiir Parapsychologie’”’ contains the following 
principal articles: 


H. Wagner: “Poltergeist-phenomena in a hut in the mountains’. An extract 
from the report of the Austrian police-inspector R. Eichelburg of a poltergeist case 
he witnessed in the hut of the hunter Orti, who lived on a mountain-slope with his 
family (among which his daughter Ida, aged eleven, who seems to have been the 
medium). Objects were thrown down and moved about, doors were locked. The 
phenomena concentrated around Ida, especially when she was lying in bed: she was 
bitten, her pillow was drawn away etc. When the policeman put his sword into 
the board at the upper end of the bed and held it there tightly an invisible hand 
seemed to grasp it and suddenly pulled it out. Then scratches were heard behind 
the bed, chairs and tables were levitated, loud bangs and other noises were heard. 
When the policeman, before leaving, said “good-night’” to the “invisible friend” a 
chair moved up to all present and bowed before them. This happened in summer, 
autumn and winter 1917. In spring 1918 a cottager Painsi told the policeman that 
he had payed a visit to the hunter Otti with his daughter and his eleven years 
old foster-son (who perhaps was psychic too). When he left, he said: ‘Well, spirit, 
if you like you can go with me!” In the same night poltergeist-phenomena occurred in 
the room of his foster-son, excrements and stones were thrown about, while the pheno- 
mena ceased in the hut of Otti from that very day. A certain Dr. Stanzel in- 
vestigated the phenomena in the cottage of Painsi and saw how the cover and the 
garments (serving as a pillow) of the foster-son Paul were drawn away while he 
was lying on the floor clearly visible in good light on a sack of straw. A _ stool 
flew over the heads of the persons against the door, and raps and bangs were heard. 

]. Illig: author of the well-known book “Ewiges Schweigen. . .” (Eternal 
Silence. . .?): “A contribution to the investigation of post-mortem poltergeist-pheno- 
mena. (Concluded from the February-issue.) Post-mortem poltergeist phenomena aid 
also hauntings, according to the author, occur much oftener than one generally thinks, 
only they are so faint and of a passing character, that they very often are not 
recognised and investigated as such. Generally only those cases are investigated, which 
cause a rather great disturbance and last for some length of time. These phenomena 
seem to have a dark, earth-bound character, but in reality bright, friendly mani- 
festations seem to happen just as often, only they don’t last so long: their nature 
is more fugitive ‘and they are perceived only by those concerned immediately so 
that they don’t get publicly known. Post-mortem phenomena however seem to 
come mostly from the subconscious or at least, from the emotional centres and not 
from the intellectual consciousness of the manifesting entities. The author then 
gives a survey of cases mostly experienced by himself or his friends. 

(1) Acoustical poltergeist symptoms. Faint raps, steps, rustling, creaking of 
the furniture, etc. These sometimes occur without any possible medium being present, 
so the deceased seem to be the immediate cause. Sometimes but not always they 
only are the introduction to later, stronger phenomena. Two cases are described in 
detail. In one of them such phenomena had followed the death of a woman who 
was very eager to live on. Even later on signs similar to those of the Morse-code 
and other happenings preceded the death of other persons in the house. These 
phenomena permitted no individual identification. 

(2) A mother and her child. A young woman suddenly died after having 
given birth to a child in a_ hospital in Wiirttemberg. Immediately _ be- 
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fore she died she called out: “Mother! Mother!’ Her mother, father, sister, husband, 
father-in-law and sister-in-law all woke up in different parts of Germany at 6 o'clock 
in the morning that same day with the thought she had died, which indeed had been 
the case at 3 in the morning. Her child was taken to her parents 17 days later. 
One day afterwards strange sounds were heard in the room of her father. (A cup- 
board with clothing of the deceased was standing there.) These sounds disturbed 
him so much, that he decided to move to another room. The night before it was 
ready at 3 o'clock in the morning he saw a grey cloud standing in front of his bed. 
It had the form of a human figure and the straight neck and shoulders characteristic 
of his late daughter. Instead of the eyes there only seemed to be bright openings 
in the midst. He told his child that she should rest, as he would take care of her in- 
fant and always love it. Then the cloud disappeared and the strange sounds were 
never heard any more. 

(3) Father and Son. A soldier had visited his father during the war and 
returned to his garrison, where he. quite unexpectedly died from influenza just before 
his father came to visit him. After the funeral for five weeks once a week three 
loud blows were heard above the bed of the father at 3:30 in the morning, the 
death-hour of his son. After a younger brother had heard it too and was very 
frightened by it it ceased. 

(4) Manifestations appointed before death. A lady-friend of the author had 
promised her husband to give him a sign if she would exist after death. About 
two weeks after her death and at several later moments a clock (though it had been 
wound up) suddenly stood still and began to go again after 1 or 1% hours without 
anybody having touched it. A few weeks later the widower twice had a vision of 
his wife in a white, flowing gown with her hair streaming down. The first time 
the vision came and went with bangs and rustlings, the second time without. The 
second time it said she was well, but it was all quite different to what people 
imagined. Geheimrat Prof. Ludwig in a letter to the author described a similar ex- 
perience of his own in which after the death of a friend of his, who had promised to 
manifest, his clock stopped suddenly and then went on by itself the next morning. 

(5) Striking frequency of hauntings after a suicide. These hauntings seem to be 
post-mortem fulfilments of wishes just as the psychoanalysts regard subdued wishes 
as an explanation for dreams. Suicides are not “‘finished with life’: on the con- 
trary, they generally expect so much from it, which it can’t give them, that they 
leave it in despair—The author once found the nearly putrefied body of a suicide in 
a bush. A quarter of a year later his son was frightened by sighs coming from 
that same bush as if somebody was choking, but could not find anything. 

(6) The haunting shepherd. A German living in Russia who never before or 
afterwards showed any signs of clairvoyance, coming home on a visit, saw a man in 
a cloak walking in front of him, who suddenly jumped into the water from a 
bridge, but had disappeared when the man hastened nearer to help him. Instead he 
now saw a herd of sheep on the bank which had not been there before, and which 
vanished after he seemed to have passed through it. Afterwards he heard thatthe 
village shepherd had committed suicide by jumping into the water from that very 
bridge some time before. 

(7) Two cases of permanent haunting. After a suicide the neighbors of the 
deceased for 7 or 8 years saw a luminous disc float around the roof and gable of the 
house where a man had committed suicide in the loft. In the first nights after his 
death thumps and loud steps were heard coming down the loft. (They had also 
been heard the night before the accident. The author thinks that probably the man 
at that time was imagining how he would commit suicide.) The lock of a room 
in the loft was heard to rattle and the door of a stove was opened and shut 
several times as the deceased had done in his life time. In another case a man 
suffered from depression and often threatened to commit suicide, only his pious wife 
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prevented him from doing so, but finally he did it after all, leaving his wife witn 
rour little children. One day when she came home trom her field-work she found 
he had hanged himself. As long as the body was in the house the bed creaked 
so loudly that nobody dared to remain in the room and it was supported, because 
it was teared it would break down. In the night betore the tuneral the widow 
and her unmarried sister were sitting in the drawing room, when an awful blowing 
and spitting commenced which turned into howling and complaining. After the 
funeral this ceased for some time in the house of the wife but began in the house 
or the sister, atterwards returning to that of the wite. Cracks, explosions, bangs, 
steps and spitting were heard for weeks. In spring (he had died in autumn) the 
woman saw the phantom of her husband standing before her bed with a sad, ~ 
solemn tace. He said it was very good for him she had forgiven him. Two years 
atter his death she saw the phantom again writing into the air “two years’ with his 
hand and then holding up two fingers. This time it had a flame of about two inches 
divided into two parts on its head. Afterwards it appeared again several times and 
seemed to be a little brighter each time. The man, before he died, often tried to 
amuse his children by making an old broken clock strike, which could be done 
by pulling out a wire. Among the hauntings there was also the phenomenon of 
this clock striking, then the wire seemed to be drawn out by an invisible hand. It 
often happened when the woman had to go after her work and leave the children 
at home alone. Twice when a cow got a calf the woman and her sister saw the 
iron lock of a big flour-chest move up and down as if in joy. Once the phenomena 
started again in the house of the sister in another village. It didn’t cease until she 
decided to go to her sister in the other village, when she came there she found her 
sister very ill with fever and in want of help. The poltergeist seemed to have 
intended to fetch the widow's sister. As the phenomena became very disturbing again 
(crashes, moans, touches) the woman asked a Catholic priest for help though she was 
a Protestant herself. He gave her some holy water and wrote down a special prayer 
for her. As long as she kept the house sprinkled with holy water the haunting 
ceased. Her late husband was very superstitious and firmly believed in magic so 
perhaps, the author thinks, the holy water had a suggestive influence upon him. 

(8) The Family-whistle. After the sudden death of a business-man on the day 
of his funeral at 12:30 o'clock all present heard his whistle in his office which he 
used to blow when coming home for lunch from business every day. 

(9) Music from beyond. On the evening of the death of a kind, pious girl 
some wonderful music was heard in the corner of the stove. The same thing oc- 
cured Sunday-afternoon after she had died. No normal origin could be found. 

(10) The little singing birds. On January 30th 1926 the parents and grand- 
mother distinctly heard two birds singing outside the window a quarter of an hour 
before their little girl aged 13 died, it was heard in the store below too. The child 
was a great lover of animals. When the mother asked the dying child whether 
it heard the birds, it smiled-——These three last cases belong to the bright kind of 
phenomena which are not so well known as the dark, earthbound ones. 


Dr. GERDA WALTHER. 
* * * * * 


The April issue of the “Zeitschrift fiir Parapsychologie” contains the following 
principal articles: 

Prof. C. Blacher: “Two incontestable experiments: telekineses and luminous 
phenomena.” Describes some phenomena obtained in sittings with two mediums called 
BX and EX. Both mediums had their hands and feet controlled and could be seen 
by little luminous plates on their belts, knees and shoes; no light however. Apports 
were obtained. In a sitting of Dec. 4, 1931 Prof. Blacher put a glove on a luminous 
plate of the size of about 12 to 20 in. It could be seen how this glove moved 
in little jerks although the hands of both mediums were controlled. In another case 
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a materialisation looking like a clumsy hand tried to raise up a liquor-glass (made 
visible with luminous paint) which it had thrown over. Once the medium asked 
some water to be poured into a glass into which a bell had been put. The medium 
held the glass from below, Prof. Blacher from above, and suddenly the bell became 
luminous within the glass. 


Dr. K. Kuchynka: “A curious telepathic vision from a great distance.” A 
certain Mr. K. of Prague (well-known to the author) had a brother Zdenko K. | 
employed in a bank in Paris. His parents were somewhat anxious about him when the ) 
war broke out, but were told the employees of the bank were allowed to remain there. 
In September 1917 Mr. K. fell ill with bronchitis and in his fever had strange 
visions concentrating around a spot on the wall opposite to his bed. Three times 
he saw a desert or a sea with many waves, a little hill and a bridge leading to it , 
and a man looking like a hunter with a gun walking towards it. The third time 
the hunter turned round and he recognised his brother, wondering at his having : 
grown rather stout. After the war Mr. K. heard from a soldier of the French foreign | 
legion that he had been together with his brother in Algeria and that his vision L 
exactly suited the landscape there and the dress of the legionaires. Later on he heard : 
from the Czecho-Slovenian colony in Prague that his brother had fallen in the war . 


on the French-German battlefield in April 1918. In September 1917 he was lying in . 
a lazaretto wounded. Perhaps he thought of his brother in Prague and at the same } 
time of his life in Algeria so that his brother in Prague got a vision of it. h 

Dr. P. Sinner: “Supplementary communications concerning the poltergeist-case in d 
Charlottenburg and reflexions on the psychological explanation of hauntings’. To be . 
continued. I will review it when the whole has been published. 7 


Dr. v. Schrenck-Notzing: “The development of occultism into psychical research 
in Germany.’ To be continued. (This is being published by us in instalments. Ed.) 


Prof. D. Walter and Prof F. Haslinger (Graz): “Positivism. A clarification, W 

a summoning to unite, a plan for the future.” After their disappointing experiences F 
of foreign visitors asking them for an introduction to a medium and then accusing Ww 
that medium of fraud, and themselves of credulity if not confederacy, the authors sug- if 
gest that all “‘positive’’ psychic researchers should unite against the ‘‘negativists’ and P. 
“dubitivists’, who really are secret enemies of psychical research. Of course the fe 
positivists must be critical too and insist on fraud-proof conditions of control. The A 
positivists should work together in all countries and perhaps found some kind of oO 
international office. Mr. Carl Vett, secretary of the international congresses of psychical X 
research, is said to sympathize with this plan and the authors suggest that it be dis- fr 
cussed at the next international psychical congress. w 
Et 


H. Haning: “Concerning the exteriorisation of the Human Ego.” He thinks 
that this phenomenon is of paramount importance as a proof for survival, as the 


spiritualistic arguments don’t seem to sufhce. He is against Schrenck-Notzing’s _ 
opinion re this phenomenon, Schrenck not having grasped its importance, perhaps Be 
because it was too much connected with theosophical ideas in the beginning. Hanin 
quotes an interesting case of a German soldier (from Surya’s “Das Okkulte und der i 
Weltkrieg”’) who with the help of exteriorizing his Ego found out that the French fa 
intended to attack his trench. He also saw an Austrian officer write down a certain afi 
command. Unfortunately his superiors didn’t believe him: hence the attack couldn't 
sh 
be prevented. Another case (communicated in the former Journal of the “Revalo- ne 
bund”, Vol. 2, No. 2) is that of a psychic aeroplane-officer who manifested in 
ob 
a sitting through a medium as he had promised to do, before he controlled the a 
medium to write some words corresponding to the contents of a sealed letter, a ‘ 
sensitive saw his astral-form enter the séance-room. a 


Dr. GERDA WALTHER. Ze 
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The May-issue of the “Zeitschrift fir Parapsychologie’ contains the following 
principal articles: 

Dr. Gerda Walther: “New experiments of Harry Price with Rudi Schneider’. A 
preliminary note on Mr. Price having a new series of sittings with Rudi Schneider 
in spring 1932 in which Mr. Price succeeded in photographing the levitation of a 
pockethandkerchief with a cloud-like mass of teleplasm behind it. (The detailed re- 
port of Mr. Price had not then been published.) Also a report of some sittings 
held in Braunau by Mr. Price in July/August 1931 with four members of his 
laboratory (Mrs. K. M. Goldney, Miss May C. Walker, Miss E. Beenham and my- 
self). In these sittings Mr. Price intended to prove that also in Braunau fraud- 
proof conditions could be obtained and that it was the fault of former investigators 
and not of the Schneider family if they failed in doing so. No loop-hole was left 
in the conditions of the sitting of July 31st, 1931 either for a confederate or for 
any fraudulent action on the side of the medium. Beside the four members of the 
laboratory there were present at this sitting: mother Schneider, Mitzi Mangl (Rudi’s 
bride), Lina Schneider (Rudi’s sister-in-law who left after the pause because she 
didn’t feel well, so that there were only three members of the usual circle present 
in the principal part of the sitting) and Mrs. Bauer (the drawing-medium from 
Simbach). Mr. Price controlled, Mrs. Bauer sat beside him and was super-controller, 
Miss Walker sat beside the cabinet opposite to Mr. Price and I beside her after Lina 
had left, so that we mutually controlled each other during the principal phenomena, 
the red light was good enough to make our hands plainly visible. The following 
statement was written by Mr. Price in father Schneider's protocol-book after the 
sitting: 

JULY 31st 1931. 

‘For the first time at any Braunau sittings an attempt was made to secure an ab- 
solutely fraud-proof séance as regards the Schneider family. Every door and window 
was sealed by means of brass staples, string, and knots sealed with my signet ring. 
Father Schneider was locked, a prisoner, in his bedroom (And the keyhole covered 
with adhesive plaster. May C. Walker), which was sealed. The undersigned then 
individually controlled the ¢hree members of the Schneider family and Frau Bauer. 
Phenomena of a most brilliant character was obtained under our very noses and as 
far away as 10 feet from the medium who was controlled by me and Frau Bauer. 
A large “snow man’ phantom was observed by several present, water was splashed 
out of a basin, handkerchief was knotted and handkerchief was taken out of Miss 
Walker's hand by a pseudopod, curtains were knotted, dish several times removed 
from the table etc. etc. We, the undersigned, are convinced that the phenomena 


were of supernormal origin. Signed: Harry Price, May C. Walker, K. M. Goldney, 
Ethel Beenham, Dr. Gerda Walther.” 


‘ Mrs. Bauer also signed a statement saying that the control of Mr. Price had 
4 been perfect during the whole sitting. (Mrs. Goldney, sitting between Mrs. Bauer 
F and mother Schneider controlled them, mother Schneider being controlled by Miss 
P Beenham on the other side.) 

8 Dr. A. Tanagra (Athents): “On the nature of telekinetic energy.” A few 
4 months ago a young lady, Miss Cleio, came to the Greek S.P.R., who possessed the 
h faculty of obtaining telekineses in full consciousness. This faculty had developed 
™ after a mental psychic shock: the simultaneous death of her father and sister and 
i she attributed the phenomena to the influence of the deceased, she was however told 
= that she herself was the cause (the phenomena were: spontaneous movements of 
“ objects in the house, raps, apports) and was asked to permit scientific experiments, 


to which she consented. The experiments were conducted by the Greek S.P.R. with 
a group of professors of the University of Athens assisting (the physicists Athassiades, 
Aeginitis and Chondros, and Chadjidakis (mathematics), Aeginitis (astronomy) and 
Zengelis (chemistry). Movements of the needle of a magnet were observed, from 
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right to left and vice versa and sometimes all round, by full light, red light having 
no influence without any cabinet or screen. The results obtained until now are: 

1. The emanation of the right hand is much stronger than that of the left. 

2. The movements of the needle are very strong after a mental emotion. 

3. The movements of the needle are weaker when the compass is placed under a 
glass shade, stronger when the medium’s hands are under the table, especially when 
touching the top of the table (usually the medium’s hands were 2-15 cm (0,75-6 in.) 
above the compass). 

4. No development of heat or ionisation is observed during the experiments. 

5. The emanation does not influence photographic plates in this state. 

6. The emanation has no influence on scales or the demagnetized needle, or 

7. In the electroscope (leaf of silver-alloy), be it charged or not. 

8. No results are obtained when the compass is enclosed in a thick magnetic 
diaphragm, however the needle moves if the wall of the diaphragm is thin or 
when the needle is influenced by three ordinary magnets. 

9. The movements of the needle are the same when the medium is isolated from 
the floor. Experiments with an electrocardiogram were negative although the needle 
was influenced at the same time, so it seems that energy of an electrical nature must be 
excluded. 

Prof. Dr. A. Ludwig: “On the problem of the remedies of the Church against 
molestations through hauntings’. In Upper Bavaria a priest was molested by 
poltergeist phenomena and hauntings for several years (rumbling, the noise of doors 
and drawers being opened etc.) The same was the case with his successor in the 
same rectory, who lived there in peace during the first two years of his stay, and 
was then molested by a phantom of a burning red colour with dark lines, which 
was also seen by others. Finally he was permitted by his superior to try a ‘‘benedic- 
tion” against the phenomena, without any result however. This made him think that 
perhaps it was the earthbound soul of some former priest and he had some 
soul-masses read, after which the phenomena ceased. The Catholic Church knows 
several remedies against such phenomena, among which the so-called “benediction” 
and ‘exorcism’ must be distinguished. According to Matt. X. 8. the Church is 
thought to wield power over demons which can be bestowed upon a priest through 
a special consecration, the exorcistate. The exorcism is a command to the demon to 
begone. Poltergeist phenomena or hauntings need not however be caused by demons— 
some are supposed to be caused by earthbound spirits, the so-called “poor souls’, 
and here the “benediction’”’ is applied, i.e. a prayer to God to give rest to the poor 
soul and let it participate of the forgiveness of the sins of the Savior. In some 
cases however the souls seem to be permitted by God to ask for help from those 
still on earth or to warn them etc. Many historical cases are known showing the 
efficacy of these remedies of the Church. 

Geh. Justizrat Driessen: “Parapsychical and paraphysical occurrences in the life 
of Girolamo Cardano.” Shows that according to his autobiography the famous philo- 
sopher and doctor Hieronymus Cardanus of Milan (1501-1576) as well as his father, 
Facius Cardano, must have had many psychical experiences. Facius had a ‘family 
ghost” who accompanied him for 35 years and he communicated with spirits 
through raps, observed an ice-cold materialised hand etc. Girolamo himself often 
heard raps, partically as announcements e.g. of the death of his mother. In November 
1559 a heap of earth was observed beside his hearth each day (cf. a similar phe- 
nomenon in the case of the Oppau poltergeist, this Journal, October 1931, p. 460). 
He also heard other strange noises (gruntings as of pigs and cackling like that of 
ducks were heard one night without these animals being near, and the next day he 
heard that his neighbor had been killed by a flash of lightning). Cardano also 
narrates prophetical day-dreams; and once he observed the blood-red figure of a 
sword at the bottom of his right ring-finger, it grew for 53 days, then it suddenly 


‘ 

( 

t 

\ 

( 
( 
t 
i 
I 
fe 
fe 
b 
Ss 
Z 
P 
S 
if 
a] 
D 
pl 
pe 
hi 
pe 
A 
pe 


THE CONTINENTAL JOURNALS 61 


vanished on the same day on which Cardano’s son was executed. He also “‘sensed”’ 
other people speaking about him and knew what they said (telepathy?). Also he 
- to have possessed the faculty of psychical medical diagnosis. 

'P. Sinner: “Supplementary communications concerning the poltergeist-case 
in Gn lottenburg and reflexions on the psychological explanation of hauntings.” 
(Conclusion.) Dr. Siimner here communicates several cases of hauntings and polter- 
geist-phenomena from letters written to the parents of Lucie Regulski from per- 
sons, who had experienced similar phenomena as they were observed in the case of 
this little girl (raps, movements of objects, one case of direct writing) which aroused 
considerable interest in the German press in 1929 and was also described in detail 
in the “Zeitschrift” by its editor (October-issue 1929). In all these cases two en- 
tirely different forms can be distinguished: cases of hauntings etc. with some persons 
which may be regarded as poltergeist-mediums and cases in which no such persons 
can be found. The latter seem to demand a spiritualist explanation while the former 
can often be explained animistically, i.e. by the subconscious mind of the medium, 
though it is also possible at least in some of these cases the discarnate entities 
only use the forces of the mediums for their manifestations. (Similar opinions of other 
investigators are quoted, especially R. Lambert, J. Illig, Schrenck-Notzing, General 
Peter, Prof. Ludwig.) The phenomena were always about the same kind in all 
cases: raps and other noises, objects or furniture moving about (lids of baskets or 
chests moving up and down, bed-covers drawn away etc.) Once a girl was pulled 
out of her bed by one of her long tresses: in the same case the metal bedstead 
broke into two pieces in the middie while her brother was lying in it. In this 
case, as in that of Hilda Zwieselbauer, Johanna P. and others the poltergeist always 
seemed to do what was suggested might happen by someone present. Schrenck- 
Notzing has compiled a statistic of poltergeist mediums (see “Gesammelte Aufsatze 
zur Parapsychologie’” and “Richtlinien zur Beurteilung medialer Spukvorginge” in 
the September-issue 1928 of the ‘‘Zeitschrift’’) which shows that in 11 cases 8 
poltergeist-mediums were girls, 3 boys, nearly always they were in the age of beginning 
puberty, mostly 13, 14 and 15, in one case 9 and in ome case 17 years old. Dr. 
Siinner has compiled another statistic from other cases communicated in the Zeit- 
schrift (1926-1929) without those mentioned by Schrenck-Notzing and finds that 
in 11 cases there were 10 girls and 1 boy. As far as communicated, the age here too 
mostly was between 11 and 15. In other cases communicated, 50% were without any 
apparent medium. 

The small-notes bring an obituary of the well-known German psychic author 
Dr. Kemmerich and point out that Schrenck-Notzing would have celebrated his 
70th birthday this year. Dr. Aigner reviews the process against the well-known 
platform clairvoyant Fred Marion (really: Josef Kraus) who was condemned to 
pay 1500 marks (or 60 days imprisonment if unable to pay) because of false pretences ; 
his performances being based upon tricks and not upon clairvoyance. All his ex- 
periments before the law-court were negative. Dr. Tischner, Prof. Driesch, Dr. 


Aigner were witnesses against him though they are convinced of the existence of 
- genuine clairvoyance in other cases. 
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